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Minutes of October 4, 2016
Present were: Chair, Ralph Page; Vice Chair, George Kingston; Clerk, Tyde Richards, and Deborah Bushnell.  Michael Carabetta was not present.
Meeting with Acting Town Manager – Denise Menard

Ms. Macdonald introduces Denise Menard, Acting Town Manager.

Ms. Menard said that she has heard a lot about East Longmeadow and many  people are stepping up to make the community the good place that it is and bring it along with the changes for the Charter.  She said that the town is in good hands and has very devoted councilmen and going forward she is sure it’s going to be a good thing. 
Mr. Page said that they have extremely special Department Heads that step up and do whatever they are asked to do.  He said that they do a fantastic job and very rarely do they get a pat on the back such as Ms. Macdonald.  He said that he has seen it when he has been in the office when the public has not been nice whatsoever for whatever reason and she handles it perfectly and he can say that about almost every department.

Ms. Menard said that she agrees and has seen that first hand from the public safety people to the day to day jobs that are in Town Hall, to the schools, etc. and has met a lot of people in a very short time.  She said that she is looking forward to the change in government and where they go from here.      
Mr. Page said as a Board he thinks dealing with the Charter, the change in that before Ms. Macdonald was basically an employee of the Board and she no longer is.  He said that it’s tough getting used of the changes and still going along and its sort a like they are catching their feet as they go.  Ms. Menard said there is certainly a lot of that and the Planning Board is not alone.  She doesn’t see that there is going to be a big change in the short term and probably not in the long term with the Boards and Commissions unless people want to drop off.  She said although they will be appointed by the Town Manager in talking with the President of the Council everything is sort of where it is now and when their terms expire they deal with appointing. 
Mr. Kingston said that they are all anxious to get a new Building Inspector.

Ms. Menard said that they interviewed one person the previous week and will be interviewing two more the following day.  She feels that they will be making a decision very quickly and how quickly.  How someone could come on board is up to that person giving their notice at their current job.       
Mr. Kingston said that he thinks he speaks for the Board that they try to be business friendly.  He said that they want to see commercial development in town, they want to see empty store fronts filled and in general they try to work with businesses not against them within the zoning by-law.  Mr. Kingston asked Ms. Menard if she hears about the Planning Board throwing road blocks in people’s way could she please talk with the Board about it because people need to understand some projects can go forwards really quickly and others take a long time.  He said a lot of times it’s usually that they are not getting the information they need from the applicant.  
Ms. Menard said that she wanted to give the Board a little of her background which was  a paralegal for 15 years for commercial real estate closings and she is very familiar with the regulations.  She said that she was also the first woman in her community to be Planning and Zoning Chairman and she did that for about 10 years.  Ms. Menard said if she senses in anyway some kind of situation or comments that are made that may hurt somebody’s feelings its better if they know up front what they are.  
Mr. Kingston mentioned that someone from the Planning Board is always a representative on the Pioneer Planning Commission and currently he is that representative.  Under the old form of government it was very hard to get anyone interested in many of the programs or grants that are available from the state.  He said whoever is serving on that will probably feed her information from PVPC about what it going on and what is available and make sure that she is copied in.   

Ms. Bushnell said that she is very happy that they are moving in the right direction and feels that they have elected some very good people.
Mr. Richards said that he was very happy to meet Ms. Menard and has heard very good things about her.
Mr. Page said that they appreciate Ms. Menard coming in and meeting with the Board and thinks it is great to have open conversations.  He said if anything at all comes up she could talk with a member or talk with Ms. Macdonald through them.  Ms. Menard said that is both ways.            
Ms. Menard said that she has been directed by the Council that they need to begin the charter directives which include additional staff.  She said that they need a space for a Human Resource person and showed the Board a proposed plan of what they will be doing.  Ms. Menard said that the construction is set to begin on November 1st and as soon as she spoke to Ms. Macdonald she had hesitation about relocating Planning Board meeting spot because plans can’t be carried out of the building because of the law.  She spoke to Sharon Bellenoit in the Library about the possibility of using their space and she was absolutely opened minded about the whole thing Ms. Bellenoit said that is fine.  Ms. Menard said that she is also looking into possibly of the Council on Aging or the Fire Department and that would be something they could figure out when the time is right and when they could be able to give them enough notice.  She said one thing Ms. Macdonald was concerned about was whether the library would allow scheduling of meetings for a whole year and Ms. Bellenoit didn’t have a problem with any of that.  Ms. Menard said that the construction will address the need for an employee break room and an office for the Benefits Coordinator.  She said also suggested scanning and saving electronically as many documents as possible and if they can be destroyed to start process now.

Ms. Macdonald suggested because Ms. Menard had another appointment to go that they invite Bruce Fenney, Building Facilities Manager with regard to the layout or else they could invite Ms. Menard back.               
Ms. Menard added that they are also hoping for some funding for an elevator.  Ms. Macdonald said that they are working on a grant for that. 

The Board thanked Ms. Menard for meeting with them and agreed to meet with her at a later date.  
Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review regarding transfer of ownership at FL Roberts
Clerk, Tyde Richards read into the record a letter from Donna Truex, Bowditch & Dewey Attorneys Requesting a Waiver of Site Plan Review for 204 North Main Street for a name change from FL Roberts to the new owners BNEC OPCO I, Inc.  
Mr. Page said what they need to look at is on the application it states that there was a convenience store at the location.  He said the definition for a convenience store says “that is a small retail establishment no greater than 2,500 square feet in floor area that sells principally convenience goods, including but not limited to food, drugs and proprietary goods and is usually open 15 to 24 hours a day”.  Mr. Page said that Special Permit is required for a gasoline filling station and convenience store and do they consider the kiosk where the register is as a convenience store.  He said that he took a ride by that day and they basically sell cigarettes, tobacco products, also water, soda and some chips, does that constitute a convenience store.  Mr. Page said if it is a just a gasoline station along with a car wash they are both allowed by right and if it is a gasoline and convenience store it falls under a Special Permit.  
Mr. Kingston said that he really doesn’t think it does and said they have a cash register and sell cigarettes.

Ms. Macdonald said her discussion with Mr. Page that day was that if it is not open to the public and someone could not walk in and take what they to buy and then go to a cash register is that considered a convenience store.  She said that it’s up to the Board to determine whether or not it is a convenience store.

Ms. Bushnell asked if convenience stores are subject to health inspections.  Ms. Macdonald said yes they are.  Ms. Bushnell said her opinion would be since there is no bread, milk, dairy products at the current F L Roberts station and sell only soda, water, tobacco and lottery she doesn’t see it needing a Board of Health Inspection and it would fall under a convenience store.  Mr. Page said any tobacco sales the Board Health is involved with as far as doing random checks for age. 

Mr. Page said that he would suggest that the Board reconsider their vote on that and state guidelines.

Upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to rescind their original vote to deny the request for Waiver of Site Plan Review.  It was their determination that the reference to a convenience store was an inadvertent reference and that the small area consisting of the kiosk was not accessible to the public and therefore, not considered a true “convenience store”.  

Upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review not including the words “convenience store”.  
Request for Signage – Kim’s Nails & Spa, 174 North Main Street   

Clerk, Tyde Richards read a request for signage from Kim’s Nails & Spa, 174 North Main Street. 

After review of the proposed signage and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve a
proposed building sign measuring 2’6” x 7’8” for a total of 19.167 sq. ft. for Kim’s Nails & Spa, 174 North Main Street, conditioned upon the applicant obtaining a sign permit from the Building Inspector.
Request for Temporary Signage – Beauty Times, 16 Maple Street   

Clerk, Tyde Richards read a request for signage from Beauty Times, 16 Maple Street. 

After review of the signage the Board determined that the proposed signage is considered an accessory sign as it contains advertising matter of a sale which is not allowed under the zoning by-laws. 

Upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to deny the temporary signage for Beauty Times, 16 Maple Street.
Request for Temporary Signage – The Reserve at East Longmeadow, 741 Parker Street   

Clerk, Tyde Richards read a request for signage from The Reserve at East Longmeadow, 741 Parker Street. 

After review of the proposed temporary signage for The Reserve at East Longmeadow, 741 Parker Street and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve the temporary signage made of corplast to place over the existing ground sign measuring 26 square feet and conditioned upon the applicant obtaining a sign permit from the Building Inspector.  It may be placed on the existing ground sign immediately as the closing for this business is scheduled for October 6, 2016 and will be allowed for a period not to exceed 60 days.  Upon approval of the Special Permit, the permanent sign may be installed after the submission of another sign application.

Request for Signage – Planet Vape, 173 Shaker Road   

Clerk, Tyde Richards read a request for signage from Planet Vape, 173 Shaker Road. 

After review of the proposed signage for Planet Vape, 173 Shake Road and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve proposed ground measuring 5’ x 4’ for a total of 20 square feet and conditioned upon the applicant obtaining a sign permit from the Building Inspector.
Request for Signage – BG Window Tint, 203 Shaker Road
Clerk, Tyde Richards read a request for signage from BG Window Tint, 203 Shaker Road. 
Upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to approve proposed building sign measures 23” x 22” for a total of 46 square feet conditioned upon the applicant obtaining a sign permit from the Building Inspector.
Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review – Mediterranean Salads and Sweets, 20 Holly Cross Circle
Clerk, Tyde Richards read a Request for Waiver of Site Plan Review from Bahadir Mursaloglu, Mediterranean Salads and Sweets, 20 Holly Cross Circle to use her home kitchen to cook & prepare Mediterranean sweets & salads to sell at the Farmers Market.
Mr. Richards read into the record a letter from Aimee Petrosky, Health Director:



Food Preparation and Protection- Residential kitchen for retail sale

1.  Only non-potentially hazardous foods and foods which do not   

require refrigeration shall be prepared in or distributed from a  

residential kitchen for retail sale to the public.
    
Ms. Petrosky said making salads is considered a potentially hazardous food and needs refrigeration. 
After further discussion and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted unanimously (4-0) to deny the applicant’s request for a Waiver of Site Plan approval to use the home kitchen to cook Mediterranean sweets and salads.

Waivers of Site Plan Review Approved  

BG Window Tint, 203 Shaker Road

JMR Construction, 20 Lori Lane 
Chestnut Hill Farm, 12 Chestnut Street

Andean Imports, 31 Knollwood Drive
Miscellaneous
Ms. Macdonald said that Mr. Peirent has looked at the options that are available for the crossing pedestrian light for L.E. Belcher and he is looking for them to add an additional item to them.  She did put a feeler out to Jim Shields who is going to talk to L.E. Belcher and said that an additional $2,000 to what they agreed to originally and hasn’t heard anything yet. 

Ms. Macdonald said that she provided the Board with information regarding Brewery’s that Councilman Anderson asked her to look into.  She said he wanted to come before the Board that evening but he had another commitment but she will try and schedule him for their next meeting so he could discuss it further with the Board. 
Mr. Richards said that he drove by Sullivan Paper and it looks like they are putting a huge solar farm on their roof.  He said that he was wondering what the Board’s thought were on those types of material changes within the town.

Ms. Macdonald said that Sullivan Paper came before the Board and were approved for a Waiver of Site Plan Review because it was less than 2,000 sq. ft.    

Mr. Page said the by-law says any exterior alteration is supposed to come before the Board.  He said that he was looking at is that they weren’t enlarging the building that they wouldn’t have to but after further review of the by-law it states any exterior modification they are supposed to come before the Board.  Ms. Macdonald said not in residential but any business.  Mr. Page said his personal thought on it is if it doesn’t affect the surrounding areas or neighbors and they can save money good for them.  Ms. Macdonald said that they still need to come before the Board. 

Mr. Richards said that he concerned about the scale of it and because it’s a large scale does it affect the neighborhood, the neighbors and things like that.  He said that he is in favor of solar but just doesn’t want it to be a nuisance to anybody.

Mr. Page said that he has been approached by a couple of residents in town asking why the Board hasn’t looked at allowing ground mounted photo voltaic.  He said that his comment was very simple in that he said to contact the director and make an appointment to come before the Board to express their opinions.      
Minutes

The Board reviewed the minutes of August 23, 2016 and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, the Board voted (4-0) to approve the minutes.  

With no further business and upon motion duly made by George Kingston and seconded by Deborah Bushnell, voted 4-0 to adjourn at 7:15 p.m.







For the Board,

Tyde Richards, Clerk

