
EAST LONGMEADOW SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MINUTES
DATE: October 3, 2016                       TIME: 7:00 P.M.                WHERE: Superintendent’s Conference Room
Meeting called to Order by: William Fonseca, Chair
Present: Richard Freccero, William Fonseca, Deirdre Mailloux, Gregory Thompson, Elizabeth Marsian-Boucher, Gordon Smith, Superintendent of School, Pamela 
Blair, Asst. Superintendent for Business, , Kathy Celetti, Recording Secretary,

Chair stated that this meeting is being both audio and video taped by ELCAT, is anyone else was taping the meeting.
Approval of Minutes
2.1 Approval of the September 19, 2016 regular session meeting minutes.

Rich moved to approve the September 19, 2016 regular session meeting minutes, Deirdre seconded the motion.
Discussion: Rich, where is the follow-up with Ms. LaBombard and Ms. Haskell, are they coming back to us.  Mr. Smith stated yes, once they have the chance to do
some research on the questions and confidentiality.  
Chair: Any further discussion, hearing none, all those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0), motion carries (5-0)
2.2 Approval of the August 22, 2016 AMENDED regular session meeting minutes.  The Chair stated that we needed to correct the August 22, 2016 regular 
meeting minutes.  Beth actually voted in favor of the minutes, however, she was not in attendance that meeting, she should have abstained.  This is why they are 
brought back to us to be corrected.

Greg moved to approve the August 22, 2016 minutes, Deirdre seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, hearing none, all those in favor say aye (4), those oppose (0), (1) abstain, motion carries (4-0-1)
Committee/Sub-committee Communications
Deirdre: I just want to mention that we had a Safety and Crisis Planning Sub-committee meeting last week.  Mr. Smith, Beth and I had the meeting.  We spoke 
about some of the updated safety procedures that are going on in the schools and I’m sure if you have any kids in the schools, you’ll know that they’ve been 
practicing these drills this week.  They’ve had the lock-down procedure and so they are just going to continue these.  So if you hear your kids saying this, again if 
you have any questions you can always call the principal’s office and find out more information.
Richard: Couple of things, The Town Election Committee did meet and we are investigating all possible avenues as far as the site.  Second meeting is scheduled 
for October 12th, so I’ll keep you posted on that.  I was the beneficiary of a tour by Dr. Flanagan on our library.  I did see one room which where the laptops and 
students were settled in.  It was very impressive; I think it was Ms. Forward’s class.  There is still some progress being made in the larger part of the library.
Beth: At our last Collaborative Corporation meeting, we went and saw the new machine area.  It is just really phenomenal, can’t say enough about it.  It’s a 
wonderful opportunity for students.
Bill: I just want to piggyback that Gordon and I did attend on Friday, September 22 the Grand Opening of the Precision Machine Technology Program over at the 
LPVEC.  It is a great opportunity for our students.  Senator Lesser was a key speaker during the Grand Opening.  He said that there are 7,000 jobs currently in this
state that are unfilled, and the demands are increasing.  Met with manufactures that are saying the same thing.  So this program is up and running, it is available to
our students.  There will be tours in the Spring.  It’s a wonderful opportunity for anyone who has an interest in getting into that.
Mr. Smith: It’s incredibly impressive.  It certainly is filling in a need.  One of the things I think the students will be intrigued by is that these are jobs of all natures.  If 
you go through the precision machine program you can be positioning yourself and ultimately end up being an engineer somewhere.  So this is not something 
where you finish and that’s the category, sort of you enter the field and there is not upward movement.  The program is designed to look at jobs at all levels.  Really
impressive, it’s going to be a growing program.  Like Mr. Fonseca said, 7,000 jobs available in the state, We are assuming more will follow.
Bill:  In talking to some of the companies, part of the advisory entry level on some of these jobs, like a custodial position is $25,000 and goes up from there.  So it’s 
going to be a market we hear a lot about in the news. In the short term future.  
Beth: They said the average machinist is well into their 60’s.

Opportunity for visitors to Address the committee  – No one wished to address the committee
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ’  s   R e p o r t : 
5 . 1 . 1   G u i d a n c e   d e p a r t m e n t   a n d   C a r e e r   C e n t e r   p r e s e n t a t i o n   b y :   M s .   D e N a r d o ,   D r .   F l a n a g a n   a n d   M r .   M a c c a r i n i . 
I n   t h e   f a l l ,   g u i d a n c e   m e e t s   i n   s m a l l   g r o u p s   w i t h   t h e   9 t h   a n d   1 2 t h   g r a d e r s .     I n   t h e   S p r i n g ,   g u i d a n c e   m e e t s   i n   s m a l l   g r o u p s   w i t h   1 0 t h   a n d   1 1 t h   g r a d e r s . 
W e   a l s o   h a v e   a   S o c i a l   S k i l l s   G r o u p   a n d   G i r l s   G r o u p .     
1 2 t h   G r a d e   C u r r i c u l u m :   C o l l e g e   A p p l i c a t i o n   P r o c e s s ;   R e s u m e   B u i l d i n g ;   F i n a n c i a l   A i d / S c h o l a r s h i p s ;   C o l l e g e   E s s a y   W r i t i n g ;   a n d   T r a n s i t i o n   f r o m   
h i g h   s c h o o l   t o   c o l l e g e / c a r e e r / t r a d e   s c h o o l   o r   m i l i t a r y . 
9 t h   G r a d e   C u r r i c u l u m :   I n t r o d u c t i o n   t o   C o u n s e l o r s ;   R e v i e w - G r a d u a t i o n   r e q u i r e m e n t s ;   G P A ;   I n t r o d u c e   N a v i a n c e ;   g e t t i n g   i n v o l v e d ;   a n d   f i n d i n g   
b a l a n c e .     A l s o   c r e a t i n g   a   ( 4 )   y e a r   c o u r s e   p l a n .     R e s e a r c h   c a r e e r   c l u s t e r s   a n d   p e r s o n a l i t y   p r o f i l e r 
1 0 t h   G r a d e   C u r r i c u l u m :   C o n t i n u e   c a r e e r   r e s e a r c h ;   s t a r t   c o l l e g e   r e s e a r c h ;   u p d a t e   ( 4 )   y e a r   p l a n ,   r e s u m e   b u i l d i n g   a n d   o v e r v i e w   o f   s t a n d a r d i z e d   
t e s t i n g . 
1 1 t h   G r a d e   C u r r i c u l u m :   P o s t - s e c o n d a r y   c o l l e g e / c a r e e r   r e s e a r c h ;   c o l l e g e   a d m i s s i o n s   p r o c e s s   a n d   c o l l e g e   s e a r c h 
A P   D a t a :   E L P S   i s   a t   8 3 %   f o r   a   3   o r   b e t t e r   s c o r e . 
U p c o m i n g   G u i d a n c e   E v e n t s :   S e n i o r   P a r e n t   N i g h t ;   F i n a n c i a l   A i d   N i g h t ;   J u n i o r   C o l l e g e   P l a n n i n g   N i g h t ;   C o l l e g e   F a i r   @   E L P S ;   S t e p   u p   D a y s ;   
F r e s h m a n   O r i e n t a t i o n ;   8 t h   G r a d e   P a r e n t   N i g h t ;   M i l i t a r y   D a y ;   C o l l e g e   V i s i t s   a n d   C a r e e r   S p e a k e r s .     N e w   c o u r s e   “ C o m m u n i t y 
D r .   F l a n a g a n   r e a l l y   e x c i t e d   a b o u t   t h i s   c o u r s e   “ C o m m u n i t y   A c t i o n   L e a r n i n g ” ,   c r i t i c a l   l e a n i n g .     S t u d e n t s   h a v e   a c c e s s   t o   a   c o m p u t e r   2 4   h o u r s   a   d a y .     
M r .   M a c c a r i n i   s a i d   t h a t   S e p t e m b e r   w a s   c u r r e n t   e v e n t s .     T h e r e   a r e   t w o   g r o u p s ,   o n e   w i t h   s i x   s e n i o r s   a n d   t h e   s e c o n d   i s   m o r e   d i v e r s e ,   j u n i o r s   a n d   
F o r e i g n   E x c h a n g e   s t u d e n t s .     T h i s   i s   a   f u l l   y e a r   c o u r s e   w i t h   t h r e e   s h o r t   b l o c k s   a n d   o n e   l o n g   b l o c k .     T h e   k i d s   w e r e   l o o k i n g   a t   d o i n g   a   C o m m u n i t y   
G a r d e n ,   s e l l   p r o d u c e   t o   l o c a l   r e s t a u r a n t s . 
B i l l   s a i d   t h a t   N a v i a n c e   i s   a   u s e f u l   t o o l .     R i c h   a s k e d   i f   a l l   c o u n s e l o r s   h a v e   s e n i o r s .     A m a n d a   s a i d   y e s ,   a l l   c o u n s e l o r s   h a v e   9 - 1 2   s t u d e n t s .     M r .   
M a c c a r i n i   s p o k e   a b o u t   S e n i o r   P r o j e c t s ,   p r e s e n t a t i o n s   o n   D e c e m b e r   9 t h   a n d   1 6 t h . 

5 . 1 . 2   P r e l i m i n a r y   C a p i t a l   P l a n   F Y 1 8   w a s   d i s c u s s e d .     M r .   S m i t h   s a i d   t h e r e   h a s   b e e n   s o m e   c o s t   i n c r e a s e   ( 3 % )   s o   I   m a d e   s o m e   o f   t h o s e   
a d j u s t m e n t s .     P r i n c i p a l s   a r e   a l r e a d y   m e e t i n g   w i t h   B r u c e   F e n n e y   o n   c a p i t a l   p r o j e c t s   f o r   t h e i r   b u i l d i n g s .     T h e   d e a d l i n e   f o r   s u b m i s s i o n   i s   N o v e m b e r   
4 t h .     R i c h   s u g g e s t e d   t h a t   m a y b e   h e   a n d   M r .   S m i t h   m e e t   w i t h   B o b   P e i r e n t ,   D P W .     G o r d o n   s a i d   t h a t   h e   w i l l   r e a c h   o u t   t o   D e n i s e   M e n a r d ,   I n t e r i m   
T o w n   M a n a g e r .     
Assistant Superintendent of Business :
5.2.1 Ms. Blair presented the 4th quarter budget report.
Greg moved to accept the 2016-2017 grants listed on page 18 totaling $1,415,319, Rich seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0) motion carries (5-0)

5.2.2 FY16 Final Quarterly Budget Report was presented by Ms. Blair.   This is the final report for the FY16 School Budget, Grants, and Revolving Funds as of 
June 30, 2016.  $69,583 was given back to the town.  Greg asked why is the stadium account little this year? Mr. Smith said some events stopped renting.  The 
recreation department holds summer camps, with rentals through the fall. Greg asked what the longevity is for the turf and Mr. Smith said its (12) years. Rich 



suggested we look to the Community Preservation for the track field.
Rich: my compliments to Ms. Blair on her first year with the budget.
Rich moved to approve the FY16 Final Quarterly Budget Report as presented, Beth seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, hearing none, those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0), motion carries (5-0)
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction : None



Old Business : None

New Business
7 . 1 P o s i t i o n   S t a t e m e n t   o n   t h e   B a l l o t   Q u e s t i o n   o n   l i f t i n g   t h e   c a p   o n   C h a r t e r   S c h o o l s   w a s   d i s c u s s e d .     T h e   C h a i r   s t a t e d   t h a t   M A S C   c a m e   u p   w i t h   
s o m e   l a n g u a g e   f o r   t h i s   r e s o l u t i o n .   I t   i m p o r t a n t   t h a t   w e   t a k e   a   s t a n c e   o n   t h i s .     T h e r e   a r e   ( 1 3 8 )   S c h o o l   C o m m i t t e e s   t h a t   o p p o s e   t h i s .     T h i s   i s   o n e   o f   
t h e   R e s o l u t i o n s   w e   w i l l   b e   d i s c u s s i n g   t o n i g h t . 
Rich:  I motion that East Longmeadow School Committee opposes any lift to the cap on Charter Schools in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Beth seconded 
the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0), motion carries (5-0)
7 . 2   M A S C   R e s o l u t i o n s   w a s   p r e s e n t e d . 
R e s o l u t i o n   # 1 :   T h e r e f o r e   b e   i t   r e s o l v e d   t h a t   M A S C   c a l l s   u p o n   t h e   l e g i s l a t u r e   t o   e n a c t   t h e   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   o f   t h e   F o u n d a t i o n   B u d g e t   i n t o   l a w ,   a n d 
f u r t h e r ,   t h a t   t h e   l e g i s l a t u r e   o r d e r   t h e   C o m m i s s i o n   t o   r e c o n v e n e   i n   o r d e r   t o   c o n d u c t   f u r t h e r   d e l i b e r a t i o n s   a n d   m a k e   s u c h   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   a s   t h e   
F B R C   m a y   p r o p o s e ,   a n d   f u r t h e r   t h a t   t h e   F B R C   s h a l l   a d d r e s s   a n d   m a k e   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   t o w a r d   t h e   o v e r a l l   a c c u r a c y   o f   t h e   a d e q u a c y   o f   t h e   
o v e r a l l   F o u n d a t i o n   B u d g e t .   
Greg moved that East Longmeadow School Committee support Resolution #1, The Foundation Budget, Rich seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0), motion carries (5-0)
R e s o l u t i o n   # 2 :   N o w   t h e r e f o r e   b e   i t   r e s o l v e d   t h a t   t h e   M a s s a c h u s e t t s   A s s o c i a t i o n   o f   S c h o o l   C o m m i t t e e s   e x p l o r e   w a y s   t o   p r o m o t e   s o c i a l   a n d   
e c o n o m i c   e q u i t y   t h r o u g h   a   b a l l o t   i n i t i a t i v e   w h o s e   p u r p o s e   m a y   i n c l u d e   a   s t a t e   c o n s t i t u t i o n a l   a m e n d m e n t ,   t a x   r e f o r m ,   p r o t e c t i o n   o f   t h e   s t a t e ’ s   
n e e d i e s t   r e s i d e n t s   o f   a l l   a g e s ,   a n d   s e e k s   a d d i t i o n a l   r e v e n u e   o n l y   f r o m   t a x   r e f o r m   a f f e c t i n g   t h e   s t a t e ’ s   w e a l t h i e s t   r e s i d e n t s .     F u r t h e r ,   t h a t   t h e   g o a l   
o f   s u c h   a   b a l l o t   r e f e r e n d u m   w o u l d   b e   t o   s e c u r e   a   s t r o n g e r   f i n a n c i a l   b a s e   t o   u n d e r w r i t e   n e e d e d     i m p r o v e m e n t s   i n   t h e   i n f r a s t r u c t u r e   o f   t h e   
C o m m o n w e a l t h   a s   w e l l   a s   t h e   e d u c a t i o n a l ,   s o c i a l   a n d   e c o n o m i c   w e l l b e i n g   i f   i t s   r e s i d e n t s . 
G r e g   m o v e d   t h a t   t h e   E L   S c h o o l   C o m m i t t e e   r e c o m m e n d   R e s o l u t i o n   # 2   T a x   R e f o r m   B a l l o t   Q u e s t i o n ,   B e t h   s e c o n d e d   t h e   m o t i o n 
C h a i r :   A n y   f u r t h e r   d i s c u s s i o n :   G r e g ,   I   t h i n k   i t ’ s   t o o   a m b i g u o u s   t h e   w a y   i t ’ s   w r i t t e n ,   i t ’ s   v e r y   b a d .     T h o s e   i n   f a v o r   s a y   a y e   ( 0 ) ,   t h o s e   o p p o s e   ( 5 ) ,   
m o t i o n   c a r r i e s   ( 0 - 5 ) 
R e s o l u t i o n   # 3 :   C h a r t e r   S c h o o l   R e f o r m   w a s   d i s c u s s e d . 
G r e g   m o v e d   t o   a p p r o v e   R e s o l u t i o n   # 3   “ C h a r t e r   S c h o o l   R e f o r m ” ,   D e i r d r e   s e c o n d e d   t h e   m o t i o n 
C h a i r :   A n y   f u r t h e r   d i s c u s s i o n ,   t h o s e   i n   f a v o r   s a y   a y e   ( 5 ) ,   t h o s e   o p p o s e   ( 0 ) ,   m o t i o n   c a r r i e s   ( 5 - 0 ) 
R e s o l u t i o n   # 4 :   T h e r e f o r e   b e   i t   r e s o l v e d   t h a t   t h e   M a s s a c h u s e t t s   A s s o c i a t i o n   o f   S c h o o l   C o m m i t t e e   s h a l l   b e   d i r e c t e d   t o   d e p l o y   s u c h   r e s o u r c e s   o f   t h e 
A s s o c i a t i o n   i n d e p e n d e n t l y   a n d   i n   c o l l a b o r a t i o n   w i t h   o t h e r   o r g a n i z a t i o n s   t o   g a t h e r   r e s o u r c e s ,   i d e n t i f y   s t r a t e g i e s ,   a n d   i m p r o v e   p u b l i c   a w a r e n e s s   o f   
t h e   i m p o r t a n c e   o f   a d d r e s s i n g   s t u d e n t   s o c i a l   a n d   e m o t i o n a l   w e l l - b e i n g ,   a n d   f u r t h e r   t h a t   M A S C   s h a l l   g i v e   c o n s i d e r a t i o n   t o   s u c h   p u b l i c   p o l i c y   
i n i t i a t i v e s   t h a t   p r i o r i t i z e   a c t i o n   b y   s t a k e h o l d e r s   a n d   s t a k e h o l d e r   g r o u p s ,   i n   c o l l a b o r a t i o n   w i t h   e x p e r t   b e h a v i o r a l   a n d   h e a l t h   c a r e   p r o v i d e r s ,   a s   t h e   
m o s t   e f f e c t i v e   e n t i t i e s   f o r   a d d r e s s i n g   s t r a t e g i e s   t h a t   a r e   i n   t h e   b e s t   i n t e r e s t   o f   c h i l d r e n . 
R i c h   m o v e d   t o   a p p r o v e   t h e   S o c i a l   a n d   E m o t i o n a l   W e l l - b e i n g   o f   S t u d e n t s ,   D e i r d r e   s e c o n d e d   t h e   m o t i o n . 
C h a i r :   A n y   f u r t h e r   d i s c u s s i o n ,   t h o s e   i n   f a v o r   s a y   a y e   ( 5 ) ,   t h o s e   o p p o s e   ( 0 ) ,   m o t i o n   c a r r i e s   ( 5 - 0 ) 
7 . 3 .   R e q u e s t   f r o m   M I A A   t o   h o s t   t h e   s e m i - f i n a l   s o c c e r   p l a y - o f f   g a m e s   o n   N o v e m b e r   9 t h   a n d   1 0 t h ,   2 0 1 6   w a s   d i s c u s s e d . 
M r .   S m i t h   s a i d   t h a t   M I A A   c o n t a c t e d   h i m   t o   h a v e   t h e   p l a y - o f f   g a m e s   a t   t h e   h i g h   s c h o o l .     T h e y   w i l l   c o v e r   a l l   c o s t ;   ( t i c k e t   t a k e r s ,   a n n o u n c e r s ,   
s e c u r i t y ,   e t c . ) .     T h e   B o o s t e r   C l u b s   c a n   s t i l l   r u n   t h e   c o n c e s s i o n s   s t a n d .   A l l   M I A A   i s   a s k i n g   f o r   i s   t o   w a i v e   t h e   r e n t a l   f e e .     R i c h   s a i d   t h a t   s e a t i n g   i s   
p o o r ;   w e   a r e   n o t   r e a d y   f o r   t h i s .     G r e g   s a i d ,   i t ’ s   a   g r e a t   o p p o r t u n i t y ,   w o u l d   s u g g e s t   t h e y   a d d   a d d i t i o n a l   p o r t - a - p o t t i e s .     

Greg moved to approve the MIAA’s request to have the soccer play-off at East Longmeadow High School on Nov 9th & 10th, Deirdre seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, those in favor say aye (4), those oppose (1), motion carries (4-1)
7 . 4   B i r c h l a n d   P a r k   7 t h   g r a d e   f i e l d   t r i p   t o   t h e   C T   S c i e n c e   C t r .   o n   N o v e m b e r   1 ,   2 0 1 6   w a s   d i s c u s s e d . 
Rich moved to approve the BP 7th grade field trip to CT Science Ctr. on November 1st, Deirdre seconded the motion.
Chair: Any further discussion, those in favor say aye (5), those oppose (0), motion carries (5-0)
C h a i r :   E L C A T   r e c o g n i t i o n ,   M r .   M a k i ,   t h a n k   y o u . 
m o v e d   t o   a d j o u r n   a t ,   s e c o n d e d   t h e   m o t i o n 
C h a i r :   A l l   t h o s e   i n   f a v o r   o f   t h e   m o t i o n   s a y   a y e ,   ( 5 )   a y e s 


